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RADON OUTREACH 
IN CANADA



THE LUNG ASSOCIATION AND RADON

For more than 100 years, the 
Canadian Lung Association has led 
the fight for healthy lungs and 
healthy air. 

The Lung Association is the leading 
organization in Canada working to 
save lives, prevent and improve lung 
health through research, advocacy, 
education and support.

Radon awareness, education and 
action = Lung cancer prevention

16% of lung cancer deaths in 
Canada are due to radon



RADON EDUCATION AND

OUTREACH IN CANADA



Bringing together a variety of radon stakeholders from across 
Canada  (Take Action on Radon Network)

Provide nationally-branded educational and marketing 
materials for stakeholder use in local/regional radon education 
and awareness campaigns

Organize Radon Action Month (November)



THE TAKE ACTION ON RADON TEAM

Tristan McIntosh (ON Lung), Roshini Kassie (NB Lung), Shelby 
Kerbel (Scout Environmental), Barb MacKinnon (NB Lung) and 

Kelley Bush (Health Canada).



WWW.TAKEACTIONONRADON.CA

National radon information 
for Canadians

One-stop shop for 
Campaign Partners



“This year, we will be celebrating and promoting 
the many partnerships of the Take Action on Radon 
network. The strength of the network is the 
number and variety of stakeholders from all 
different sectors – NGOs, charities, health and 
public health, radon professionals, government, 
builders, academics, retailers – all standing and 
speaking together with one voice encouraging 
Canadians to take action on radon.”

Some of the Take Action on Radon network stakeholders celebrating 
our launch at Hagerman House - Health Canada, Pinchin, Radiation 
Safety Institute of Canada, The Lung Association, Canadian National 
Radon Proficiency Program, Canadian Partnership for Children's 
Health and the Environment, Summerhill Impact, and Canadian 
Cancer Society

“This November Many Voices Will Join Together To Encourage Canadians to 
Take Action on Radon”

Launched on October 27, 2015 at Hagerman House Early Learning and Family 
Centre, Toronto.

RADON ACTION MONTH 2015



NATIONAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Channel Number of spots Audience 
CBC News Network 116 1955000

ICI RDI 68 510000

TOTAL 184 2465000

CBC News Network and ICI RDI TV Ads 
(November 2015 and January 2016)



NATIONAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

CBC.ca and Radio-Canada.ca Online Ads
(November 2015 and January 2016)

Site Number of 
Impressions

Number of 
Clicks

cbc.ca 600425 1725
radio-canada.ca 200079 351

TOTAL 800504 2076



NATIONAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Channel Views Number of 
clicks

Facebook 193652 3363
Twitter 16083 51

YouTube 50242 94

TOTAL 259977 3508

Social Media Ads
(November 2015, December 2015 and January 2016)



CAMPAIGN STAKEHOLDERS

Retailers

Health Professionals, Public 
Health Officials and Government 

Health Agencies

Radon Professionals and 
Industry Associations

Non-governmental and 
Community organizations



IN THE NEWS…
(113 TIMES!) 



OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

(138)



SOCIAL MEDIA AND RADON TEST KIT SALES

 Lots of social media followers:

Social Media Network Number of Followers
Facebook 228,105
Twitter 151,949
Other (email newsletter, Tumblr, 
Instagram, etc)

84,148

TOTAL 464,202

 Lots of long-term radon test kits sold nationally = 6,595



WHITE PAPER ON OPTIONS TO REDUCE THE COST OF

RADON MITIGATION FOR CANADIANS

 Led by Scout Environmental

2015: Options to reduce radon mitigation costs:
1. Integrating radon testing into residential energy-

efficiency audits and retrofits
2. New-home building code adjustments
3. Adapting property tax loan and financing programs 

that are currently used for energy-efficiency retrofits
4. Rebate inclusion with Income Tax Act.

2016: Strategies for mobilizing most feasible 
opportunities outlined in initial white paper



RADON EDUCATION AND

OUTREACH IN NEW BRUNSWICK



RADON WORK IN NEW BRUNSWICK

Media, Community and Social Media activities

 Radon test kit sales (2176)
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

190 214 542 363 305 382 180



RADON WORK IN NEW BRUNSWICK

Increased number of C-NRPP-certified radon measurement and 
mitigation professionals (partnership with Lung Association of 
Nova Scotia and Canadian Home Builders’ Association)

As of May 18, 2016:
 32 measurement professionals
 25 mitigation professionals



RADON WORK IN NEW BRUNSWICK

Community testing
Tracadie (200)
Bathurst (400)



RADON WORK IN NEW BRUNSWICK

NB Real Estate Association training sessions
 Moncton
 St. Stephen 
 Edmundston 
 Saint John
 Bathurst 



RADON EDUCATION AND

OUTREACH IN NOVA SCOTIA



WELCOME TO THE LUNG ASSOCIATION OF NS 

 A volunteer-driven charitable health organization

 Mission of improving quality of life by controlling and 
preventing lung disease

 Focus on research, advocacy, patient services and 
education



WELCOME TO THE LUNG ASSOCIATION OF NS 

 Priorities and Programs

• Tobacco & E-cigarettes

• Lung Cancer

• Camp Treasure Chest

• Sleep Apnea Refurbishment Program

• Legacy Research Grant



RADON AWARENESS PROGRAM

 Since 2011, sold over 2200 detectors

 Partnered with NB Lung on C-NRPP project

 Literature at all events, media inquiries, public engagement

 A member of Atlantic Radon Working Group



PILOT PROJECT

 November 2015

 Partnered with Health Canada

 200 kits distributed in Tantallon area

 Mail out notice sent prior to

 Email database created



PRELIMINARY RESULTS

 188 detectors testing

 62 % above guideline 41/66  

 1332 Bq/m3 - Highest

 409 Bq/m3 Avg

 Over 500 detectors sold in Nov-Dec



FUTURE RADON EDUCATION

AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES



RADON ACTION MONTH 2016

Provincial Lead Organizations – to coordinate local 
stakeholders for provincial media events

National advertising and marketing campaign

More engagement of health professionals (via Canadian 
Medical Association), CARST/C-NRPP members

Moving forward with White Paper Mitigation Rebate 
Options (encourage Canadians to mitigate)

 Supporting CELA’s Radon Policy Challenge and provincial 
Take Action on Radon policy efforts



ATLANTIC CANADA RADON WORKING GROUP

More engagement of health and public health professionals

More testing (target communities, workplaces)

Encouraging mitigation (policy changes, mitigation rebates)

Health Canada
The Lung Association (NB and NS)
Acadia University
NS Department of Natural Resources
C-NRPP



@ACTIONONRADON

/TAKEACTIONONRADON

WWW.TAKEACTIONONRADON.CA

THANK YOU!

Roshini Kassie

roshini.kassie@nb.lung.ca
(506) 455-8961 ext. 110

www.nb.lung.ca

Robert MacDonald

robertmacdonald@ns.lung.ca
(902) 443-8141 ext. 23

www.ns.lung.ca


